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SIRHAN CONVICTED 
IN FIRST DEGREE; 
JURY TO FIX FATE 



Will Rule Whether Slayer of 
Kennedy Gets Life Term or 
Goes to Gas Chamber 



HEARING IS SET. MONDAY 



Prosecutor Will Not Press 
for an Execution— Killer 
Takes Verdipt Calmly 

By DOUGLAS ROBINSON 

Special to The NTew York Timei 

LOS ANGELES, April 17 — 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was con- 
victed today of murder in the 
first degree for the slaying of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
last June 5. 

The jury of seven men and 
five women also found Sirhan 
guilty on five counts of assault 
with a deadly weapon with in- 
tent to kill. This was for the 
wounding of five persons who 
standing near Senator Ken- 
nedy the night of the shooting. 

Under California law, the 
same jury will now sit for a so- 
called penalty phase that will 
determine whether Sirhan dies 
in the gas chamber at San 
Quentan Prison or is sentenced 
to life in prison. 

Superior Court , Judge Her- ; 
bert V. Walker set Monday 
morning to begin consideration | 
of the penalty. 1 Witnesses sum- 
moned by the District Attor- 
ney’s office and the defense will 
advance their recommenda- 
tions. 

Lyndon D. Compton, the chief 
deputy district attorney, said I 
several weeks ago that the 
state would probably not press 
for the death penalty. He said 
jthis was up to the jury to de- 
■cide. 

Bid for New Trial 

Should the panel bring back 
a death sentence, the judge, s 
at his discretion, may reduce 
the punishment to life imnris- ^ 



onment. 

The defense attorneys have 
said they expect to ask for a 
new trial once the jury has 
sentenced Sirhan. If the mo- 
tion is granted, and it is not 
expected to be, the entire trial, 
including the penalty phase, 
would be repeated before a 
new jury. 

Throughout the trial, the de- 
fense attorneys, while conced- 
ing that Sirhan shot and killed 
the Senator, attempted to con- 
vince the jury that the defend- 
ant was mentally incapable of 
planning, premeditating and 
weighing the legal conse- 
quences of his crime in a “ma- 
ture and meaningful” way. 
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The verdict came on the 63d 
court day of the trial that be- 
gan last Jan. 7. The jury delib- 
erated for 16 hours and 42 
minutes since receiving the case 
last Monday afternoon. 

At 10:47 A.M. Pacific Stand- 
ard time (1:47 P.M. New York 
Time) three buzzes were heard 
on the courtroom signal system 
This was the signal that a ver- 
dict had been reached. 

All the principals in the trial 
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were in the courtroom at 11:11 
A.M. when Judge Walker asked 
the jury foreman, Bruce D. El- 
liott, a computer analyst, wheth- 
er the jury had reached a ver- , 
diet. I 

“We have, your honor/’ Mr. 
Elliott replied. 

The foreman handed six white 
forms to a bailiff who passed 
them to the judge. After study- 
ing them for a few seconds and 
glancing briefly at the defend- 
ant, Judge Walker gave the 
forms to the clerk of the court, 
Mrs. Alice Nishikawa. 

Sirhan, dressed in an open- 
necked, light blue shirt and gray 
slacks, a garb he favored for 
the last month of the trial, was 
I in control of himself as Mrs. 



Nishikawa read the verdict. 

-Although -three security men 
stood around him in case he 
should explode in rage as he 
did several times before, the de- 
fendant remained impassive but 
tense as the. other verdicts were 
read. " / - ; 

} Later,, at a. news conference, 
the chief defense attorney, \ 
Grant B. Cooper, said that “Sir- 
han’s reaction was one of dis- 
appointment.” •] 

■ “Other than telling you that 
he expressed disappointment, 
our other conversations were 
privileged,” Mr. .Cooper said. 
“Sirhan requested that they be 
kept privileged.’-’ ~ 

After Mrs. Nishikawa had 
read all the verdict, Mr. Cooper 
asked that the jurors be polled 
individually on the first degree 
murder decision. As the clerk 
called their names, each of the 



12 jurors said they had agreed 
to the verdict.. x 
Sirhan, ' looking straight 
ahead, strode briskly from the 
courtroom to be returned to 
his cell. 

At a news conference later 
in the morning, Mr. Cbmpton 
said that the prosecution be- 
lieved it was “an appropriate 
| verdict.” 

“The jury analyzed the evi- 
dence and expressed the con- 
science and reaction • of the 
community,” he said.; 

Mr. Compton said that the 
state’s position on whether to 
seek the/ death penalty was 
affected by its agreement ,to a 
defense request several months 
ago that Sirhan be allowed to 
plead guilty in exchange for a 
life sentence. The request was 
I denied by Judge Walker, who 
said he believed that the public 
was entitled, to know all the 
details of the crime. 

Sees An Obligation 

The prosecution’s agreement 
to a plea, Mr. Compton said, 
“certainly imposes on us an 
obligation to not assert the 
death penalty.’” 

In answer to a question, he 
said that the penalties for con- 
viction of assault with a deadly 
weapon could not be added to 
a sentence of life imprison- 
ment. “Under California law, 
nothing can be made consectj- 
tive to - a life sentence,” he 
said. 

For his part, Mr. Cooper said 
the defense lawyers -were “dis- 
appointed.” He - added that he 
was “not going to argue or 
quarrel with the jury.” . 

“While I personally disagree 
with them, I know’ they made 
their decision fairly and hon- 
estly,” Mr. Cooper said. “Ob- 
viously they are convinced be- 
yond a reasonable doubt that 
Sirhan could maturely and 
meaningfully plan and premedi- 
tate a murder.” 

The attorney disclosed that' 
he had renewed an earlier re- 
quest for a new^, jury to de- 
cide the. penalty but that Judge 
Walker had denied the motion. 

The defendant’s mother, Mrs. 
Mary Sirhan, and his 30-year- 
old brother, Adel, who have 
been faithful spectators all dur- 
ing. the trial, were not, in the 
court for the verdict. Adel Sir- 
han, reached by telephone, said 
of his mother: 

“She’s almost out and she’s 
gone to bed. She’s too de- 
pressed to talk. We all feel ter- 
rible.” 

Conflict of Witnesses 

During the long trial,. 90 wit- 
nesses were heard, 61 for the 
state and 29 for the defense. 
Among those who testified for 
the prosecution were persons 
who saw Sirhan shoot: Senator 
Kennedy in the crowded pan- 
try at the Ambassador Hotel 



and a parade of policemen who 
arrested the defendant, ques- 
tioned him immediately after 
the crime and had the labora- 
tory tests relating to the crime. 

Among the ’witnesses for the 
defense were a number of psy- 
chologists and psychiatrists 
who, although they did not 
agree on every point, believed 
that the 25-year-old killer was 
a paranoid schizophrenic psy- 
chotic unable legally to pre- 
meditate the crime. 

Several of the defense psy-. 
chologists were originally re- 
tained by the prosecution, a 
fact that the defense made sure 
did not escape the notice of 
the jury. ' > .. : 

In rebuttal, the state found 
a psychiatrist, Dr. Seymour Pol- 
lack, who testified that, in his 
opinion, Sirhan was a border- 
line-psycrotic who had the men- 
tal equipment premediate 
the shooting. The last state 
witness, Dr. Leonard B. din- 
ger, was a psychologist who 
volunteered his services and 
who said the defendant was 
only a neurotic. 

The state based most of its! 
case for premeditation on note- 
books found in Sirhan’s bed- 
room i nwhich the defendant 
had scrawled over and over that 



! Senator Kennedy and other po- i 
litical leaders, including former 
President Johnson, must die. 
i On the witness stand, Sirhan 
said that he did not remember 
either killing the Senator or 
writing in the notebooks. He 
did, however, express his 
hatred of Mr. Kennedy for the 
Senator’s support of Israel and 
his pledge to send jet bombers 
to Tel Aviv if he were elected 
Prsident. 

End Of A Victory J : 

Senator: Kennedy was shot 
on the triumphal night that 
he won the Democratic Presi- 
dential primary nomination 'in 
California. He died of a 
massive head wound in a hospi- 
tal the next day. 

One psychiatrist for . the de- 
fense, Rr. Benard L. Diamond, 
hypnotized Sirhan in his jail 
cell and got the defendant to 
re-enact the shooting. Dr. Dia- 
jmond contended that Sirhan 
had been in a self-induced 
trance at the time of the killing, 
a result of his experiments with 
the occult. 

The prosecution derided this 
testimony, labeling it a “fantas- 
tic story.” Dr. Diamond him- 
self, outside the courtroom, 
told newsmen that he did not 
expect anyone to believe him. 

In his summation,’ Mr. 
Cooper told the jury that he 
did not want them to acquit 
Sirhan and said that Sirhan “de- 
served to spend the rest of his 
life in prison, whether he likes 
it or not.” The attorney urged 
the jury to return a verdict 
of guilty of murder in the 
second degree since, he said, 
Sirhan, because of his mental 
state, did not deserve the death 
penalty^ 

Mr. Compton, in his closing 
argument for the state, de- 
scribed Sirhan as “cunning and 
vicious” and spent a good 1 
deal of his summation deriding 
psychiatrists for their conflict- 
ing diagnoses. • 

The defense based its entire 
case on a California legal con- 
cept that says a murder defend- 
ant must be found guilty of a 
lesser crime than first degree 
murder if the, defense can 
prove that he acted with “dh 
minished capacity” in that 
i he had reduced mental ability 
to plan, premeditate and realize 
the gravity of his contemplated 
crime. i 



